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The Hamble Fetition of Tho, Violet Goldſmith. 
Humbly Shewcth, 
== Hit your Pctitioner having _ preſented in 
SS [2-7 Writing the cnlving Petition againſt ſeve- 
; ral talle Coyners,to the Right Honourable 
WEEK; the Lord Miyor.Mr, Recorder,and Court 
J of Aldermen, Friday the 13, of Ianuary 


. 1659. the firſt day that the Seffions: be- _ : 
ich Petition his Lorcſhip, Mr. Recorder, and ſome 


ſtice, your Peritioner having attended all Friday about 7? 
this buſineſſe, at the rifing of the Cop on Friday night, 7 
your Petitioner prayed the Lord Mayor, and Mr. Recorder, © 
to appoint when your petitioner (ſhould know and have an - 
Aniwer to his peti:ion, ard the Courts diregions how he © 


- _ the falſe Coyners, | | 
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Whereupon the Lord Mayor, aud Mr. Recorder ordered 
your Peticioner to attend the next day, (being Satterday Ia- 
nuary the 14.) the Court at ſeven a Clockin the morning, 
and then your petitioner ſhould know the pleaſure of the 
Cour: ; your pericicn-r attended the Co'irt all dy but din- 
ner tirze, til] almoſt fours of the Clock; and then your 
perftioner ſceing Mr. Iuftice Bloomer in the Court, he cail-d 
unto him, and defired him that your petitioner might have 
Copies of all the Examinations and D-poſit:ons agaiiſt the 
faiſe Coyners of ourlandiſh mi5ney, and all other Witnefles 
touching that bufineſſe, Mr PFnitice Bloomer replicd, he had 
put them into the Court already, and Iinuſt ask the Court 
of Scffions for them. 

Thercupon your Petitioner acquainted the Court, that he 
had mace the Preſident and Council of State acquainted, 
with whataneſt of Vipers, falſe Coyners,he had found out, 
and that: ten Witneſſes had ſworn, that Richard Pight, Clerk 
of the Coyning Irons in the Mint, had contrary to his Truſt, 
and the duty of his place, counteranced, abctted and aſſiſted, 
and binprivy to the counterfeiting of grear quantities of 
Ewden dollars, Dutch ſhillings, Stivers, Spaniſh money, and 
other forreign Coines inthe (icy of London, which diſcove- 
ry the Councel took for a great ſervice. 

That Mr. lofiss Barners, Mr, 7he. Chaloner, and fſeycral 
others of the Council of State, had required your Petitioner 
to aſſiſt inthe behalf of the Commonwealth, an1 proiecute 
Chis buſineſſe; and that when your peti:toners petition was 
read at the Council of Stare ibout a week ago, to dehire 
them to ſend to Mr. Juſtice Bloomer, for to deliver into the 
Councel of State, the true Copie> of the Depoſtrions ſworn 
againſt Ri hard Pizht, ſons of the Council of S:ate bid me at- 
t-nd the Court of Sethons, and demand Copies; and Mr. 
ſoſias Barnaras ſaid, It was not fi: I ſhould beat any charye, 
but to defire the Copies, as immediately for the ſervice for 
the Commonwe?lth, which your petitioner moved to the 

| Court; 
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Court, butthey ordered Mr. Leigh to deliver metrue Copies. 


aricſted, of all the Depefitions and Examinations againſt 
tlie talie Coyners, and Richard Pight, which are delivered 
into the Court by Mr. 1»ſtice Bloomer, but the Court order- 
ed, thar y-ur Peric1oncr ſhould not have the Depoſitions and 
Fxaminations, if he did not pay the uſual fees to Maſter- 
Leigh, wherpon your Petitoncr gave Mr. Leigh ſatterday 
at rvght, 14. F.u+. the ſum of twenty ſhillings, in accompr 
for drawing the c pics five indilments, and to give me on 
Munday morging Jan.16. all the depoſitions, and. examina- 
tions brought into the Court by Mr. Faſtice Bloomer againſt 
the falle coyncrs, that fo your Petitioner might ſhew your 
Honours Mr. 41iwrney General, and the Council for the Com- 
m0 weal h, what 1s proved upon Oath againſt Richard Pight, 
and thcic counter feiters of money. 

About toure of the clock the ſame tay, there was ſeve- 
ral Indicements read againſt ſome of the counterfeiters of mo- 
ney, oneagainſt another, by conſent of the counterteiters, 
put in by conſent of Richard Pight, Ralph Hartford, ro de- 
fravd the State, by a faintand ſlack proſecution of the ſaid 
Richard Pight, therefore your petitioner humbly prayed the 
Court, that he might haye time to adviſe with the States 
Councel at Law, touching the indiring all the offendors - 
Aud that iathe mean time no prejudice ſhould be done to 
the Commonwealth, by Pghts proſecution agaiaſt any of the 
offenders, which I have charged is my petition to have 
coyned forreign money , with 'Pights privity and con- 
{cnt. 

Whereas the ſaid Pight hath maliciouſly filled two Indite- 
ments againſt your petittoner, for Aſſault and Battery,think- 
ing thereby to interrupt your pecitioner from the vigorous 
proſecution of this Buſinefſe ; your perigzoner humbly of- 
fered the Courtro come preſently toa trial with P:ghr, or 
when the Court pleaſed, for any thing could be objeRed 
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; " againſt yourPetitioner,for whar concerned his own particular. 


But for the Commonwealths intereſt, I told the Conrr 
could not proceed, tilt the Councel ſee what was proved. 


May it pleaſe your Honours, 1 have above fourty witneſſes 


to ſubpena in againſt Pight , and: the falſe Coyners , 
yoor petitioner expects the Court 'of Seflions will: not 


tie your pecitioner to impol (ibilities, when he hath nor yer - 
had any of tt e Examinations andDepoſitions from Mrxzazh, : 


taken by Iuſtice B/oomer, touching Pight, and the reſt of the 
confederates; and the Wirneſles that have {we againſt Pight 
are above ten ſeveral perſons,thar Prght was ptivy,conſe-ting 


- - andabetcing to the coyning of falſe. moneys, your petitioner 


muſt have theſe Examinations out of Mr. Lerghs hand,before 
the Councel tor the Commonwealth can draw hisliidirement, 

Your Petitioners i{umble Dcfirero the Lord Mayor and 
M after Recorder was, that he might have the Records afore- 
ſaid from Maſter Leigh, and afterwards time to acquaint your 
Honours, and the Council at Law for the State, of the whole 
matter of FaR, and what is ſworn, and that in the mean 
time no prejudice might be done to the: Commonwealth, by 
bringing ary of the falſe coyners ro Trial, till your Ho- 
nours had ſcen what was proved againſt Pight, and given your 
 direQjons how he ſhould be procecded againſt. 

POSTSCRIPT, 

Mey it pleaſe your Honours, Fran. Preiton, Geo. Cheaty, Ral. Hart- 
ford, Godf.Cooley, Tob&vuwles,&cias your Petitioner zs credibly infor. 
med, are petitioning your Honours for their pardons, and they pray for an Af 
of Indempnity,for (6 much as they fball confeſſe,and then your Honours ſhall know 
the whole truth of this buſineſſe. Your Pettioner humbly prayes your Honours 
to ſee what they bave already [worn before they be pardoned,and your Petitioner 
will attend you with the Copey of the Record, as ſoone as he can get it out of 
tbe Seſſions, Tour Petitioner according to his requeſt, was rryed concerning bis 
Aſault aid Battery,and by the Furs found not guilty, and theConrt did leave your 
Petitioner to be free, ts take dis remidy at Law ag1inf Rich. Pight for diſ- 
perſing of bis ſeandalous Pettions in the Court againſt your Petitioner, and 
ſtopped all Indiftmen's againſt the falje coyners, as your Petitioner deſired. 
Till « Lord chief Fuſtice , and ths Councel at Law for the Common= 


wealth, was appointed by your Honour s,and your Petitioner was ordered by th e 


Court, to proceed againſt all falſe coyners 4zcording to their direfions, 
mM. 161th, 1659; Lzrour Pecioner (hall pay, &c 
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To the Right Honourable the 


LORD MAYOR 


Mr. Recorder, and the reſt of the Juſtices for 
the Peace for London, and Middleſex, 


The Humble Petition of Thomas Violet Goldſmith. 


=I\ Hat your Petitioner having lately diſco- 

| ' vered, that Francis Preſton, George Cheaty, 
Ralph Hartford, Godferey Cooley, John Ger- 
rell, Tobias Knowle, and ſeveral others, 
Coyaers,Caſters,and Stampers of coun- 
terteit filver, dollars, Spaniſh Coynes, 
Dutch ſhillings, Stivers, and other for- 
reign Princes Coynes; That they under colour of coyning 
and making of firthings of Copper and Brafle, have coun- 
terfeired by Mills and Bngines, and by other tools, inand 
about London, Silver moneys 'as afoxcſaid, being contrary 
to the Lawes and Starutcs of this Nation, and moſt perni- 
cious and deſtructive to. Trade, and miſchievous to every 1n- 
dividual perſon of this Commonwealth ; theſe wicked pra- 
ices cauſing many times many innocent perſons, who 
have bin cozened by receiving the ſaid counterfeit money for - 
good moncy,to come into great danger of their lives, both 
in Eneland, Dunkirk and Ireland. 

And all theſe aforeſaid perſons, and their traiterous -aRi- 
ons, have bin for a long time countenanct, ſupported, che- 
riſhed, and warranted by one Richard Paght: Clerk and Keep- 
er of the Coyning Irons inthe Mi:.t,in the Tower of London, 
who contrary to the Truſt and Duty of his place, hath con- 
federated with all the aforeſaid talſe Coyners,when he ought 
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to have apprehended the aforeſaid perſons, having alwayes 
Warrants Dormanr, and: Authority from the Council of 
State, and Lord Chiet Iiftice ſo io do; the ſaid R:ch.r4 
Pight, being for this nine years inrruſt-din aneſpecial man. 
ner trom the State, to finde-on: theſe offences znd offend: rs, 
whoſe villanyand breach of Truſt hath fill-d England, Ire. 
land, and Dpnkirk, with brafſſe mo'ey, tothe diſhonour of 
the Nation, to have brafſe money criel about the ſtreets, 
as itisat this dzy. 

All thele offences being proved againſt the ſaid xichard 
Pizht, and contefſcd upon Oath betore Mr. Iuftice Bloo- 
mer, by ren ſeveral perſons, that he warranted and authori. 
zed the counterteiting of theſe mon-ys 25 aforeſaid, fince 
this your Pctitioners diſcovery, the 141 Kichard Pight hath 
left no ſtone unturned , nor waics unartc wpred, ro hinder 
your Petitioners proſccution of this buſinefſe, as is moſt 
evident by his ations, and by the ſaid K1chard Pigbts ſern- 
dalous Pctition lately in print to che Pariament againſt your 
Periioner, wherein he doch molt f:l{ely a d malicioufly bliſt 
your Petitioners r-al ſervices done tor the prefervation of 
this Nation, which 1f his wicked defigne had taken ef-&, 
would haye bin to your Petitioners damage »bove ſixteen 
thouſand pounds ; but many of this Councel of State have 
ordered your Petitioner to indite the ſaid Prghr: And the 
Speaker of this Parliament rook away larely his Warrant 
which he had formerly given him to apprehen1 talle Coyn- 
ers, and committed the [iid Rich Pight till he gave good 
Biyle, and that right Tuſtice Bloomer made Richard Pights 
Mittimws, and ſent him to Newpitc for to anſwer the Law. 

The ſum of money which is certified to the Parliament, 
and late L rd Protectors, Oliver and Richard, that the State 
and Commonwe:«lth owed yourPctitioner,is eleven thouſand 
pounds, duc to your Peritioner, fir:ce Decemb. 1652. And 
this I ha ve certified un'*cr the hands of the Honourable Six 
Fames Harrington, Sit Gee. Fleetwood, Sit Tho, Vywer, Sir Tohs 
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- Barkſteal.the Lord Bradſhaw, Maurice Themſon,Serjeant Dendy 


Serjcanc Middletow, Iſaac Doriſlaws, Francis Bason Maſter of 
the Requeſt,Gabriel Beck, Capt, 1ohn Lymbury Eſquires, and 
many other Honourable Hands, the Originals I am readie to 
produce to your Honours, if required : Thefe Honourable 
Gentlemen were appointed Commiſftoners by the late Pro- 
tetors ol:wer and Richard, to certine the true ſtate of your 
Peticioners Caſe, as more fully will appear, by the Book 
herew:th humbly preſenred to your good Lordſhip and thee 
Bench. 

May it pleaſe your Honours, Places of ſuch truſt in the 
Mint, as this of Richard Prghrs is, your Petitioner humbly 
ſay ought not to be put into the hands of needy, and neceſſi, 
rous. and unskilfull perſons; this Pight being a Botcher, or 
Country Taylor, and'one thet can neither write nor read 
hardly to mike his narne, nor nevec brought up in th-Mint bu- 
{tnofle. May it pleaſe your Honours, for that your Peticion- 
ers proſecuting of the {11d Pight, hath not bin, nor ſhall be our 
of any bicterneſſe, or mice, but out of his duty to ſave him- 
ſelf tram the p:naity of the Law, which your Peticionr might 
be [rappand into, it he ſhould conceale Richard Pights traite- 
rous actions. neither is this proſecution our of any expeRa- 
tion of profic, or ſucceifion of the ſaid Prghts place, which is 
really and truly belonging to 2 worthy.and experienced Gen- 
tleman in that Offi:e,one Mr. Juſtice Swallow,a man wel known 
ro the Bunch, and your Petitioner bears a better mind then 
ro exccute another mans Office, he would not except of it, 
ſhould the State give 1t him. 

And wheras the Council of State hath received ſeverall 
Letrers from Dunkerk, freland, wherin they heavily complayn 
of the greac lolles and abuſes put on them, by counterfeir 
moneys made in Lowdox, the truth wherof all people that 
come trom thoſe parts do afhrme, that there is in Priton now 
at this day,at Dunkerk one Walker and a woman that came for 


Dunkerk, that brought money trom London, from thele confe- 
derates, 


| ; o J<- [S's O E 
derates; or ſome of them made at Zoxdey, and tranſ- 
orted and urtered the faid falle coynes in Dusherk , 
the hands of Walker, Flewellon, and the foreſaid woman, 

and the ſaid Flewellow was lodged in littl- Britain in Loxdon, 
at the Sugar-loafs by Zal/ph Hartford, or fyme of the confe- 
derares, who was lately taken in Flanders, aid there boyied 
in Oyle, for uttering, and paying great ſums of the ſaid for- 
reign coyns, which was made 1n Loy4on by the atoreſaid 
confederates, or ſome of them. 

Your Petitioners humble prayer is, that your Pcritioner be 
ordered by this Cyurt to artend the Council of Sra'e, and ro 
pray chat order may be forthwith ſent, tor the bringing up che 
afore/-idtwo Priloners from Dunkirk, to dilcover this cone 
federacy, and that ſo much of the Leccer+to. che Counc | of 
State as concerns the diſcovery of thelc falic coyners in Lon- 
don, with the quanticies of rhe counterteir money, and the 
{everall {orts of Princes coynes, that the Council of States 
Letters ſpeak hath bin vttered by theſe contederates in 1rc/and 
or Dunkerk, may be certified to this Court trom rhe Council 
of State, it they be pleaſed to think it fit for the ſervice of 
the Common-wealth, and dilcovery of theſe offences, and 
that the Council at Law for the Ceminon. wealth may have all 
theſe papers and examinations touching theſe falſe coyners, 
or true copies delivercd to them, that ſo the offendors may be 
brought to Juſtice, as they ſhall chink moſt adyanragious for 
the ſervice, and benefit of the Common-wealth; and that 
your Pctitioner may have the good likcing, and leaye of this 
Court, to take his juſt remedy at Law againſt Richard Pight, 
for the {candalous Petition, and praiſes of the ſaid Richard 


P;zht, concerning your Petitioner. 
(And he ſhall pray), &c. 
Jan.16. 
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